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City of Clarksville

Mayor’s Youth Council

The City of Clarksville’s Mayor’s Youth Council is a group of young people working toward the common purpose of developing their individual leadership skills to strengthen their community through volunteer service and increased communication with elected officials. 

Youth develop and lead initiatives with the support of adult mentors.  The Mayor’s Youth Council is more than just a service club because members also train and involve their peers in service leadership.  They also provide valuable insight on issues affecting youth and the community.

What do Mayor’s Youth Councils do?

· To enhance the knowledge of high school students who have shown interest in their community government and its parts. 

· To acquaint participants with knowledge concerning the operation of Clarksville City government and other City agencies.

· To encourage interest and participation in City government, both at the present time and in the future. 

· Raise youth related issues with elected officials

· Meet with city officials and learn what they do

· Provide training for peers

· Practice public speaking and problem solving

· Recruit volunteers for service projects

· Participate in youth forum

What does the organization look like?

· Made up of 15-20 members 

· Members must be in 10th-12th grades; Members must be at least 14 years of age and no older than 19.

· Members meet monthly and serve a one academic year term.

· Organization activities are coordinated through the City of Clarksville. 

· Prospective members apply in summer and members are confirmed by beginning of school year.
· Term coincides with Clarksville-Montgomery County School System’s academic year (August-May).

How do I join?

· Request an application form either from your guidance counselor or the Parks and Recreation Department at (931) 645-7476

· Complete the application form according to the instructions. You must have the signatures of a parent or guardian and your principal or guidance counselor. The application form requires you to write a ½ page essay in your own handwriting. 

· Obtain one reference from a teacher, guidance counselor, or principal. Persons providing these references should not be related to you.

·  Possess an accrued grade point average of 2.75, based on a 4.0 system.

· Only students who are upcoming sophomores, juniors, and seniors will be eligible to participate in the program. 

· Applications must be received not later than Aug. 28, 2015.
Meetings / City Council Meetings
· Meet once a month to participate and learn about City Government and its functions.  These meeting will take place at the Parks & Recreation Main Office (102 Public Square).  Times and Dates TBD.

· Members will take part in-group exercises to engage thoughts and ideas regarding current and future issues. 

· Members will engage and interact with speakers and City representatives at group meetings

· Attend, as a group, one City Council meeting over the term

· Members will have the opportunity to present a proposal to the Mayor and City Council at open Council meetings once during the term regarding a group discussed issue / idea.

Selection Process 

A Selection Committee will choose participants for the program based on interest in learning about City government, learning about their community, commitment to positive self-growth, and demonstrated leadership ability. The committee will evaluate applicants to determine that participation will not adversely affect future academic work. Selection procedures will include: 

· A "blind" review of all applications. 

· A review of applications to insure the selection of a class that is balanced with regard to ethnic groups, sex, schools, and interests. 

· All applicants will be notified of the committee's selections in writing. 

Communications

MYC members are responsible for reading their communications via emails and website, and Facebook to respond accordingly.  If you do not have an email address, you may list a parent’s email address and have them print your communications.  However it is still the member’s responsibility to get all communications related to the Mayor’s Youth Council.  Members understand regardless of whether they receive email reminders for meetings or scheduled events, they are expected to attend. 
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CLARKSVILLE MAYOR’S YOUTH COUNCIL

APPLICATION & INFORMATION SHEET

The Mayor’s Youth Council is accepting applications from students in grades 10-12 in Montgomery County.  Youth Council members will serve for a period of one academic year term.  Returning Youth Council members are required to reapply each year.  Once accepted, the student will receive an information packet through the mail.
Name: ______________________________________________ 
Age:  _____________
Address:  ____________________________________________ 
Zip:  _____________
Phone Number: ______________ 
Parents Name: _____________________________
School: _____________________________________________
Grade: ___________  
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________
School Activities: ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Hobbies/Interests:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Describe your interest in City Government:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
______________________



_____________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature



Principal/Guidance Counselor Signature
Please submit a 200-word essay and one reference letter with your application covering these topics and be prepared to give an in person interview on:
“Why I want to be a community leader.”

&

“What steps would I take to make my community better?”
Please mail or fax (931-553-2432) to:
Clarksville Mayor’s Youth Council
102 Public Square

Clarksville, Tennessee, 37040

Applications must be received no later than Aug. 28, 2015.
